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Abstract

European integration represents one of the most significant political processes of
contemporary history. This study examines, from historical, economic, legal, and
geopolitical perspectives, the possible paths for the evolution of the European Union toward
a functional federal structure. In an international context characterized by strategic
competition among great powers, accelerated technological transformation, and increasing
fragmentation of global value chains, continental scale emerges as a necessary condition for
the preservation of effective sovereignty. This argument is grounded in institutionalist
literature, comparative federal theory, and empirical observation of the current limitations
of the European intergovernmental model.
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